If we assume equal probability of male and female birth and an exactly random distribution of 0 to r male births and 0 to r female births, in an r-fold sequence the proportions of sibships composed entirely of individuals of the same sex should be 0 5 for 2-child sibships, 0 25 for 3-child, 0-125 for 4-child, and 0 0625 for 5-child fraternities. If we assume floor-space for four children per room, one bed-room will suffice for half the families in a community of 2-child sibships, even if the second birth occurs before the first-born has left home. On the other hand, seven-eighths of the family will require two bedrooms and one bedroom would be adequate for only one-eighth, if all marriages led to
It is remarkable that little attention has been given to the variation of the sex distribution of birth in the accountancy of housing policy in the present context of low fertility. When We thus obtain the following figures for a community with the given distribution of sibship size: A systematic review of the literature has been made by Gini (1951) , who claims that generally a marriage begins with the tendency to procreate one sex and ends with the tendency to procreate the opposite one. In a period when birth control is widely practised, this tendency, if real, might well result in a divergence from random expectation. The effect is however a complex feature, since for example families desiring a male child would tend to have an excess of female children as they would probably continue reproduction until one male child was born and then stop. Since the data do not distinguish parities we cannot analyse them in this way, and there seems no evidence here for such a belief. 
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